
THE IMAGINARIUM AT THE FESTIVAL OF IMAGINATION
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

The BIAD Centre for Fine Art Research (CFAR) and Selfridges will launch “The Imaginarium” 
at “The Festival of Imagination” on the 4th February in Birmingham as part of a wider 
campaign across London and Manchester. “The Festival of Imagination originates from two 
of Harry Gordon Selfridges most cherished mantras:

“Develop imagination, throw away routine.....Imagination is the mother of originality, 
we encourage imagination in every way possible.”

The Imaginarium is a FREE magical, playful, wondrous space celebrating
curiosity and accomplishment. Drawing on regional talent, we are looking to showcase the 
imagination across science, art, culture, technology, design and commercial enterprise. 
Based in the heart of Selfridges on the Ground Floor, The Imaginarium will provide an 
imaginative platform to support and promote cultural and innovative communities, which are 
so crucial to the vitality of Birmingham. 

Over 3 weeks, The Imaginarium, will host interactive workshops, talks, performances, 
music, demonstrations, screenings, and events for both children and adults. We are looking 
for artists, inventors, thinkers, experimenters product designers and musicians to show our 
audiences their imaginative projects, processes and products.  Audiences will experience 
your imagination, from a very personal perspective, as well as accessing the wealth of 
knowledge and inspiration that guides, ignites and inspires your thoughts and actions. 

In The Imaginarium we want to create and develop a free versatile atmosphere which will 
encourage us to throw away routine for an hour, to explore our imagination, new ideas and 
concepts which can show anyone how they can use their imagination to maximise their lives. 

Based on the four themes, “Imagining Being, Imagining Making, Imagining 
Transformation and Imagining Play,” The Imaginarium will provide two programmed days 
of events on Thursdays and Fridays from the 4th February for three weeks. All events are 
open to the public, as well as an ongoing programme across the rest of the week.

We see this as a really exciting opportunity to make an unique partnership with our 
participants built on collaboration and experimentation. We are very flexible and are looking 
for thoughtful, engaging and ambitious responses that will provide unusual encounters with 
new audiences in space in which thousands of people pass daily.

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?
• We are looking for organisations or individual(s) who can develop activities (between 

45 mins – 2 hours) which can support examples of the four themes below.
 

• We are also looking for items, objects to exhibit or ideas, in physical or digital forms 
that we can assemble into show reels. 

• Or you could participate in our lunchtime Lightening Talks which take the format of an 
individual talking about their new idea, process  or project with  20 slides and talking 
for up to twenty seconds per slide. 



The Imaginarium will be an adaptable space for workshops, talks, a small reading area, 
screenings, performances and experiments based, on but not necessarily bound to, the 
following themes namely:

IMAGINING BEING
Imagination and being human, social wellbeing, communal acts, problem solving, 
imagination and conscience,  the act of collaboration, inventing the digital human/digital 
explorers.

IMAGINING MAKING
Imaginative processes and comparisons, demonstrations of new products/objects/
technologies/design models, the imagination and the senses and technologies that make 
things.

IMAGINING TRANSFORMATION
Radical, pioneering and bold ideas, concepts and invention. The Wild sciences - (magical 
thinking/ alchemy, AI,  augmented reality and holograms.

IMAGINING PLAY
Playful workshops, accumulative processes, open ended and fun activities, radical and bold 
ideas for interaction and collaboration.

SPACE AND EQUIPMENT
The Imaginarium is a temporary structure built out of wood and is approximately 4x5m. It has 
one large projector screen approximately 3 metres wide, audio equipment and 2 monitors, 
movable seating and table area for up to 30 people and Wi-Fi Zone access.  Other 
equipment can be supported (budget allowing).

BUDGET:
We are offering the space and materials for free and can offer honorariums of up to £250 
depending on the scope and scale of idea.

CRITERIA AND CLOSING DATE FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST:
Please provide one A4 sheet with visuals if applicable outlining your proposed ideas, dates 
and times. The expression of interest should clearly demonstrate how your project (whether 
new or existing) will create new opportunities to:

1. Support the four main themes Imagining Being, Imagining Making, Imagining 
Transformation and Imagining Play.

2. Your approach to encourage and create imaginative opportunities which can engage 
a diverse and young audience.

3. Explore new ways of working imaginatively through various platforms.

A panel consisting of  Beth Derbyshire, Imaginarium Designer and Curator and Research 
Fellow at the Birmingham Institute of Art and Design (BIAD),  Sophia Tarr, Imaginarium 
Producer and the Selfridges Creative Team will be considering the proposals.

Responses should be received by 8th November by 5pm.  Please email your responses to 
Sophia Tarr, Imaginarium Producer, sophiatarr@gmail.com with the subject heading “The 
Imaginarium.”

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU!

mailto:sophiatarr@gmail.com

