
AN ARTS FESTIVAL 
ON YOUR DOORSTEP
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Presented by
Art SOAK returns with an exciting 
programme of performances, 
walks and workshops, enticing 
you out to enjoy high quality arts 
on your doorstep.

DIVE INTO LOCAL 
ARTS ACTIVITIES!

artsforumsellyoak.wordpress.com

Supported by



LAUNCH EVENT
Pilot Nights
Stirchley Baths, 
Bournville Lane B30 2JT, 7.30pm, £5
PILOT Nights provide a space where theatre 
makers can develop their work and try out new 
ideas in front of a lively and supportive crowd. 
PILOT Nights is landing at Stirchley Baths for the 
first time, launching Art SOAK 2016, with Play 
More co-piloting the event. Join us for an evening 
of eclectic work in progress performances from 
some of the UK’s most exciting theatre companies, 
then stick around after for a drink and tell the 
artists what you thought! 

ARTS FORUM SELLY OAKThursday 12 May
Art SOAK Storytime with Anna O’Brien
Selly Oak Library, 629 Bristol Road B29 6AE   
4-5pm, FREE
Storyteller Anna O’Brien has Pockets Full of Stories. 
Come and find out what’s in her pockets and which 
stories they belong to! Energetic and interactive 
storytelling for all ages!

Connecting Communities Sharing
Manningford Hall, Manningford Road B14 5TJ, 
6.30-8pm, FREE
Arts Forum Selly Oak and Reel Access launch a film 
made by residents of Druids Heath celebrating their 
area. There will be a drop-in animation workshop 
and a dress up photo booth by Play More plus other 
fun activities. Come and join our party! 

ARTS FORUM SELLY OAKFriday 13 May

Magical Lands and Enchanted Places
Busy Parents Network & Selly Manor 
Museum 10am-5pm, £4, or £15 family ticket  
(3 adults 3 children)
Do you have children who love to escape to 
Magical Lands and Enchanted Places through 
stories? If so, we have just the event for you! 
Meet Cinderella in the kitchen at Selly Manor, 
and Rapunzel in the attic! Try your hand at potion 
making in our School of Wizardry and see owls 
on display. Watch real sword fighting and you 
might even meet Gandalf on your travels. Advance 
booking essential. Book online at www.facebook.
com/BusyParentsNetwork and go to Events.

Photo Walk by Pete Ashton
Meet outside The Highbury Pub, Dad’s Lane, 
B13 8PQ, 12noon, £5 advance bookings
A guided photo walk though the Selly Oak 
constituency lasting approx 90 minutes, 
encouraging participants to engage with their 
surroundings through contemplative photography 
and active seeing exercises. 

Shadow Puppet Workshop    
Moving Hands Theatre Company
Yardley Wood Library, Highfield Road  
B14 4DU, Time tbc, Ages 4-7 years,   
1h 15 mins, FREE
Come and meet the loveable Benji at Yardley 
Wood Library and make some shadow puppets.

Selly Oak Arable
Ben Waddington & Stuart Muggridge
2.30pm-4pm, Meet at Selly Oak Station
Local historian Ben Waddington has been working 
with local resident and walking enthusiast Stuart 
Muggridge to create a new walk on which Stuart 
will share moments, places and sites that have 
intrigued him over the years, with a particular 
focus on local former farms. A personal exploration 
rather than a sight-seeing/local heritage walk, 
you are invited to join us and share your own 
experiences. Walks must be booked in advance. 
Please wear appropriate footwear - walks may 
occasionally leave the path.

ARTS FORUM SELLY OAKSaturday 14 May

‘Untitled Walk’ by Ben Waddington
11am-12.30pm, Meet at the corner of Selly 
Oak Road & Heath Road (Rowheath Playing 
Fields). Walk ends on Ivy Road, Stirchley 
(approx 1 mile) £5 advance bookings
What’s in a name? Our cities, towns, streets, shops, 
people and pets always have them, and they all 
have a story as to how the name came about. Join 
Ben to explore Selly Oak’s side streets in search 
of the nameless and the named. Please wear 
appropriate footwear - walks may leave the path.

Relaxed Crafts The Socials 
Creative Coffee Hub, Raddlebarn Rd,  
Selly Oak B29 6HJ 11.30am-12.30pm, 
12.30pm-1.30pm. Ages 7+, £4.50*
Join The Socials for some relaxed craft making, 
tea and cake. Choose from 3 projects; make a pin 
cushion, brooch or a 50s-inspired pinwheel hairclip. 
Materials are provided, with guidance and support 
to achieve one, two or three projects. (*£4.50 per 
project, advance bookings. Extra projects can be 
bought on the day subject to capacity. A drink & a 
cake can be purchased at a discounted price of £2).

Birmingham Opera Company
Bournville Community Hub, 2pm, FREE
Birmingham Opera Company are Birmingham 
City Council Arts Champions for Selly Oak District 
aiming to increase access to cultural activity “on 
your doorstep”. Come along to see some of our 
singers in action and even have a go yourself at 
practicing vocal warm-ups and ‘tricks of the trade’.  

My Dearest Girls - Helen’s Story   
Francesca Millican-Slater
Bournville Community Hub, 3pm & 4pm, 
Suitable for 11+, FREE 
This piece is based on the letters sent between 
a group of 6 Shropshire women in 1917-1920. 
Against a background of war, the women tell 
stories of everyday life; as farmers, office workers, 
factory hands, nurses and teachers. Helen’s Story 
tells the tale of a farmer’s daughter in Much 
Wenlock. We hear about women working on the 
land, the impact of war, and her wait for news from 
The Front. Produced by Pippa Frith, in partnership 
with Arts Alive & Shropshire Archives, supported by 
Pentabus, Arts Council England & HLF. 

ARTS FORUM SELLY OAKSunday 15 May

Programme subject to change. To find more 
information about these events including age 
suitability and mobility access, please visit our 
website: artsforumsellyoak.wordpress.com

FESTIVAL
PROGRAMME

12TH-15TH
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You can book tickets for events
through www.oxboffice.com



car club birmingham

co-wheels.org.uk/join
carclubbrum.org.uk 
0121 288 4882

Do you need a car sometimes, 
but not every day?

We have pay-as-you-go cars in 
Kings Heath, Stirchley, Cotteridge 
Park and Bournville - now with an 
all-electric Nissan LEAF.

ON-STREET
 CAR HIRE FROM 

£4.50
/HOUR

JOIN NOW
with code 

‘ARTSOAK16’

for£20
driving time

Please book tickets in advance as 
some activities have limited capacity. 
Book online through Oxboffice on 
www.oxboffice.com or by calling 0845 
680 1926. There are no credit card or 
booking fees but additional charges will 
apply if you opt for paper tickets.

Booking Information

Art SOAK is brought to you by Argy 
Bhaji Arts who lead Arts Forum Selly 
Oak. Throughout the year we provide 
a network for creative organisations, 
residents and businesses of Selly Oak 
who share an interest in promoting 
and strengthening local arts activities, 
embracing a wide definition of the arts.

Arts Forum Selly Oak

ARTS FORUM SELLY OAK

Art SOAK is an annual micro festival which takes 
place across the Selly Oak constituency, giving 
residents an opportunity to engage with artists 

and see high quality work within their local area. 
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